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REMINISCENCES OF EMANUEL ROSENWALD

Edited by FLOYD S. FIERMAN *
Introduction
to conceive that the bearded face whose photoI graphdifficult
is included among these pages was a frontier advenT IS

turer. This dignified gentleman, Emanuel Rosenwald, photographed by J. N. Furlong 1 of Las Vegas, New Mexico, was a
rugged pioneer. He carries a name that has not been forgotten
in the Land of Enchantment.
Emanuel Rosenwald and his brother, Joseph Rosenwald,2
• Temple Mount Sinai, 900 North Oregon St., EI Paso, Texas.
1. Correspondence with Mrs. E. A. Medearis, the Library of the Museum of New
Mexico, February 16, 1961.
2. The parents of Joseph and Emanuel were: David L. Rosenwald (born June 25,
1803, died in New York, May 15, 1877) and Amelia Gutmann (born [?], died September 6,
1861), whom he married on May 2, 1830. Besides Joseph and Emanuel, they had six other
children. Helene (born July 6, 1831, died September 20, 1898) married Jacob Goldsmith
(born August 29,1827, died July 24,1890). They lived in Trinidad, Colorado. Joseph (see
notes below). Jette (born January 1, 1836, died December 23, 1904) married David
Gottlieb (born May 21, 1844, died [?]) on November 27, 1868. Emanuel (see notes below).
Aron (born August 23, 1840, died in Albuquerque, September 13, 1908) married Elise
Uhlfelder (born June 22, 1855) of Regensburg on November 7, 1875. Julie (born February
3, 1843, died [?]) married Phillip Strauss (born [?], died [?]), date unknown. Edward
(born October 5, 1845, died in Albuquerque, November 4, 1903) was married twice.
Edward married his first wife, Nina Uhlfelder (born August 20, 1856, died January 25,
1883), in 1880. He married a cousin, Helene Rosenwald (born May 10, 1859, died [?]).
Leopold (born July 24, 1848, died June 1, 1856).
Joseph Rosenwald was born in Dittenhofen, Germany on December 12, 1838, and died
on May 14, 1888. He married Bona Levisohn (born July 13,1850). They had five children.
Leon was born March 3, 1872 in Las Vegas, New Mexico. He married Sadie Mershfield
(born September 13, 1875) in 1899. RUdolph (born November, 1873, died May 15, 1874).
Amelia (born December 6,1874, died December 22,1874). Max (born February 26, 1875 in
Las Vegas, New Mexico). He married S. Lehman (born August 16, 1880) on June 20,
1901. David J., born July 18, 1898, in Las Vegas, New Mexico, married Edith Rosengarten
(born January 2, 1887) on February 12, 1908. Lucian Rosenwald, Family Genealogy prepared November 27, 1930 and revised September 28, 1943.
Emanuel Rosenwald was born in Dittenhofen, May 10, 1838 and died in Las Vegas,
New Mexico on April 23, 1915. He married Elise Apfelbaum of Furth (born April 13, 1852,
died in Las Vegas, New Mexico, March 25, 1913) on December 8, 1872. Emanuel and Elise
Apfelbaum had four children. Cecilia, born in Las Vegas, New Mexico, November 16, 1873,
died July 29, 1931, in Albuquerque, New Mexico. He married Hannchen Bonnheim of
Atlanta, Georgia (born December 27, 1873) on October 9, 1898. Lucian was born in Las
Vegas, New Mexico, on February 9, 1875. Lucian married Emma Floerscheim (born April
17, 1880) of Kansas City, Missouri, on September 18, 1901. David E. was born, June 30,
1877. He married Jennie Kraus of Baltimore, Maryland, on January 3, 1924. Gilbert Eliseo
was born February 17, 1885 and married Jennie Baum (born July 1, 1888) of Kansas City,
Missouri on July 10, 1912. Lucian Rosenwald, op. cit.
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were typical of the Jewish people who had the courage and
the foresight to migrate to the Southwest during the last half
of the nineteenth century. Like the Spiegelbergs, the Fruedenthal and Lesinsky families, the Ilfelds, the Staabs and the
Bibos, the Rosenwalds were freighters, sutlers, Indian traders, soldiers, government contractors, and finally bankers 3
and sedentary merchants. 4
While Emanuel Rosenwald and his family left no diaries
for posterity to peruse, like the Libro 5 of Jose Maria Flores of
Paso del Norte, there are other sources that afford us more
than a glimpse of their enterprising and daring. Both Charles
F. Coan and Ralph E. Twitchell,6 prominent New Mexico historians, are generous in the space they have allotted to the
Rosenwalds 7 and in their comments concerning them. They
are luminaries in the star-studded Coan-Twitchell biograFor further information concerning the children of Emanuel and Elise Apfelbaum
Rosenwald (Cecilio, Gilbert Eliseo, Lucian and David Emanuel Rosenwald) in Las Vegas,
New Mexico, consult: Ralph E. Twitchell, Leading Facts of New Mexican Himory, Cedar
Rapids, The Torch Press, c. 1917, Vol. V, p. 236. For information concerning the Rosenwalds in Albuquerque, consult: Charles F. Coan, A History of New Mexico, Vol. II, PP. 146148. American Historical Society, Inc., Chicago and New York, c. 1925.
3. The Rosenwalds (Joseph and Emanuel) took part in the organization of the San
Miguel National Bank in Old Town (Las Vegas) in 1880. F. Stanley, The Las Vegas New
Mexico StOry, p. 311. World Press, Inc., c. 1951.
4. Consult Floyd S. Fierman, Some Early Jewish Settlers on the Southwest Frontier,
Texas Western Press, 1960.
5. Dr. Rex Strickland of Texas Western College is in the possession of the "Libro"
of Jose Maria Flores, which, while incomplete, is a diary and record book of items of
interest recorded by Jose Maria Flores in the Paso del Norte area.
6. Coan, op. cit. Twitchell, op. cit.
7. The various Business Directories record: McKenney's Business Directory of the
Principal Towns of Central and Southern California, Arizona, New Mexico, Southern
Colorado, and Kansas, Oakland, California, Pacific Press, 1882-83, p. 319, ·'Las Vegas"
Rosenwald J. and Co. gen. mdse. Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Nevada, Wyoming and
Arizona Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1884-85. Chicago,' R. L. Polk and Co. and A. C.
Denser, p. 306, "Albuquerque" Rosenwald Bros. (Aaron and Edward) general store,
Railroad Ave. and 3d. P. 332, "Las Vegas" Rosenwald, J. and Co. (Joseph and Emanuel
Rosenwald) general store, SS Plaza. Southern Pacific Director for 1888-9, San Francisco,
McKenny Directory, P. 446, UAlbuquerque" Rosenwald Bros. (Aron and Edward) gen.
mdse. cor. Railroad Ave. and Third. P. 470, "Las Vegas" Rosenwald J. and Co. (Joseph
and Emanuel Rosenwald) gen. mdse. SS. Plaza. Polk's New Mexico and Arizona Pictorial
State Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1912-13. P. 138, "Albuquerque" Rosenwald Bros.
(David S. and Sidney V.) department store, SE Corner 4th and Central Ave. Rosenwald,
David S. (Rosenwald Bros., Inc. Rosenwald Bros. and New Mexico Cigar Co. SE Corner
4th and Central Avenue. [Also] Vice President, Tongue Pressed Brick, Tile, Improvement
Co. Rosenwald, Sidney V. (Rosenwald Bros. and New Mexico Cigar Co. SE Corner 4th
and Central Avenue.) P. 267, "Las Vegas" Rosenwald E. and Son (Emanuel and Cecilio)
gen. store.
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phies. The -Southwest business directories are meticulous in
the notations which describe their interests. The Las Vegas
and Albuquerque periodicals contain their frequent advertisements, and a laudatory notice 8 spells out their impact on
new Mexico community life and economy.
A series of telegrams 9 sent by Joseph Rosenwald and
Company, from the years 1877-79, document the variety of
items which they sold and the nature and extent of the Rosenwald commercial dealings. A telegram to Bartels Bros. and
Company in EI Moro, on June 11, 1877, which concludes,
"ship by fast mule," sharply informs the reader that there
was "fast freight" on the frontier as well as "slow freight,"
and that Joseph Rosenwald and Company had occasion to
use it.
Neither were the Rosenwalds unaware of the economic
opportunities to supply the Southwest army posts, which in
1859 10 numbered sixteen. On the record is a contractU dated
8. See Appendix I.
9. See Appendix II.
10. "The era of military freighters upon the Great Plains dawned in 1846 with the
outbreak of the War with Mexico, when General s. W. Kearney's diminutive Army of the
West straggled off across the prairie to capture Santa Fe. To send an expeditionary force
of 1,701 officers and men into enemy territory about a thousand miles from it, bare of
supplies at Fort Leavenworth, was not as foolhardy as it might seem. The merchant
freighters to Santa Fe, Chihuahua, and other points far in the interior of Mexico had
already demonstrated that any amount of goods desired could be transported over the Santa
Fe Trail.
"In 1846 and 1847 the army organized its own trains and hired civilian drivers or
bullwhackers. Owing to ignorance of Army officers concerning the highly specialized business
of freighting across the Great Plains, inefficiency of bullwhackers and efficiency of raiding
Indians, this plan proved a total failure in 1847. War department officials in Washington
wisely acknowledged the inability of the Army to transport its own supplies and instructed
the quartermaster at Fort Leavenworth to make contracts with civilian freighters.
"By the annexation of New Mexico, and the regions of the West as far as the Pacific
Ocean, the United States shouldered the heavy responsibility for keeping in subjection the
fierce tribes who inhabited these areas. This task involved the establishment of permanent
military posts with year-around garrisons. By 1849 there were seven of these with troops
totaling 987. Ten years later the number of posts had risen to sixteen. Everyone, situated
as they were in barren regions incapable of supporting them, had to be supplied with
goods hauled in wagons from the Missouri River." Raymond W. Settle and Mary Lund
Settle, Empire On Wheels. c. 1949, Stanford University Press, pp. 3 and 4.
11. "Contract Between Bvt. Lieut. Col. M. I. Ludington, Chief Qr. Mr. Dist. of New
Mexico, and Emanuel Rosenwald for the delivery of 300,000 lbs. of Corn at Fort Sumner,
N. M., dated May 31, 1869." "Contract between Bt. Major Chas. McClure and E. Rosenwald
for the supply of Beans at Forts Bascom and Sumner, N. M. from January 1, 1869 to
June 30th, 1869. Price $8.00 per pound." American Jewish Archives, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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January 1, 1869, between Brevet Major Charles McClure and
Emanuel Rosenwald to ship beans to Fort Bascom, New Mexico, and Fort Sumner, New Mexico, and another contract
dated May 31, 1869, between Lieutenant Colonel M. 1. Ludington, Chief Quartermaster of the District of New Mexico,
with Emanuel Rosenwald to supply corn to Fort Sumner,
New Mexico. Such contracts could be hazardous as well as
profitable. There was always a risk involved. Indian attacks,
a drought, or a dishonest partner could ruin a man as quickly
as a desert flash flood could speed down an arroyo. Suppliers
like Emanuel were required by the government to furnish a
bond guaranteeing that they would meet their part of the
contract. Emanuel Rosenwald's corn contract with Lieutenant Colonel Ludington, for example, carried a $15,000 performance bond.
But the richest lode of Rosenwald information is encountered through clues and data provided by living members of
the Rosenwald family. About nine years ago, while the writer
sought the old paths of Jewish pioneers now covered by pinon
trees, melted adobes and new business names, he learned that
Joseph's granddaughter, Miss Janet Rosenwald, resided in
Santa Fe. A meeting with her resulted in the writer obtaining a copy of the "Reminiscences of Emanuel Rosenwald."
According to Robert E. Rosenwald of Kansas City, Missouri,
a grandson of Emanuel, these Reminiscences were dictated
to his father, Lucian, by Emanuel on the occasion of Emanuel's seventieth birthday.12
An interview with Mrs. Samuel (Jetty) Whitehead
[Weiskopf] 13 in Albuquerque, the niece of Joseph and Emanuel and the daughter of Aaron [Aron] Rosenwald, helped to
clarify and define the various Rosenwald ventures. There
12. Correspondence with Robert E. Rosenwald, Kansas City, Missouri, May 15, 1961.
Miss Janet Rosenwald advises: "I am not sure that there is an original of the Emanuel
Rosenwald Reminiscences. All I have is a notebook containing the story as dictated by
him. The first part of the stOry is in my father's handwriting, the remainder in my
mother's hand. It was my impression that they took this down directly from his dictation.
However, the story may have been copied by them from a written account. .. !' Correspondence with Miss Janet Rosenwald, Jnne 2, 1961.
13. Interview with Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Whitehead (Weiskopf) in Albuquerque,
February, 1961.
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were four brothers-Joseph, Emanuel, Aaron and Edwardwho were engaged in the New Mexico trade. The Rosenwald
enterprises after a precarious beginning were located principally in two communities, Las Vegas and Albuquerque.
These two enterprises were operated by two brothers in each
community. Joseph and Emanuel exercised their efforts in
Las Vegas and their younger brothers, Aaron and Edward,
utilized their talents in Albuquerque. Aaron initially was employed by Emanuel and Joseph in Trinidad. Subsequently,
the brothers parted amicably and Aaron and Edward went
into business in Old Town Albuquerque.
It is the "Reminiscences of Emanuel Rosenwald" that imprint the early excursions of this family in the Southwest.
These Reminiscences and a genealogy of the family prepared
by Lucian enable us to fit together the fragmentary records
of the Rosenwald activities on the frontier.

Reminiscences of Emanuel Rosenwald
We went to school in Dittenhofen. Joseph being the oldest
of the family, as was customary in those days, was given the
benefit of all educational advantages as our parents could
afford. After he was thirteen years of age, he was sent to
Uncle David Kitzinger to Mklerlbach for a commercial education. He was then sent to the dry goods firm of Joseph Bauman in Fuerth, where he remained for a few years. In 1851
he left Germany, going to the United States. I remained in
Dittenhofen until my fifteenth year, going to school till thirteen years of age. Thereafter I helped my father in his livestock trading, dealing in hogs and in farming.
Joe landed in New York and from there went to Baltimore
where he was started in clothing business in Staunton, Vir~
ginia, by the uncles at Baltimore.
In 185311eft for America and landed in New York on the
Fourth of July after a voyage of seven weeks on the sailing
vessel Isaac Bell, sailing from Havre. I was met at the vessel
by my uncle David Goodman, remained with him, till the
uncles in Baltimore feared that he would keep me perma-
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nently, as he had no boys, and upon the first opportunity the
uncles had, I was taken to Baltimore. I remained in Baltimore
for a number of weeks and then Joe came from Staunton and
upon his return I went West with him. In Staunton I helped
Joe to the best of my ability and during the winter I was sent
to school to learn the language. The firm name was Goodman
and Company.14 Jose probably received enough pay to board
both himself and myself at the Virginia Hotel, the pay for my
work consisted of free board.
Some months after my arrival at Staunton in 1853 a railroad was built into Staunton. The firm of Goodman and Company then opened the second store of which Joe took charge,
while I was put in charge of the first store. We carried a line
of men's clothing manufactured by H. Goodman and Bros.
at Baltimore. Business at the new store was not highly satisfactory. On Yom Kippur 15 of 1854 as I was fasting, Joe took
care of the' store of which I had charge. He then concluded
that the second store was not profitable and the following day
combined the two stocks. Shortly thereafter we concluded
that the business did not pay and therefore moved our stock
to Richmond. We opened business in Richmond, where we remained about a year, but did not meet with success. We then
concluded to go West and removed to Burlington,16 Iowa,
14. A perusal of the newspapers in Staunton, Virginia from 1860 through 1895 discloses no record of advertisements for Goodman and Company. The census records of
1850, 1860, and 1870 are also unrevealing. The deed indices in the Staunton city clerk's
office have no record of Goodman and Company. Inquiries made to the Maryland Historical
Society, Baltimore, Maryland, the Virginia State Library at Richmond, Virginia, and the
Virginia Historical Society, Richmond. Virginia, were equally unrewarding.
Yom Kippur is a Jewish Holyday. It falls on the tenth day of tbe Hebrew month
of Tishri. Rosh Hashonah is the Jewish New Year and falls on the first day of the Hebrew
month of Tishri. The ten days between Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur are days of penitence which culminate on Yom Kippur which is a day of total fasting from sundown on
the previous day to sundown on Yom Kippur. It appears that Joseph Rosenwald was not
as observant a Jew as was Emanuel for Emanuel informs us that Joseph kept the store
open and remained there all day while Emanuel fasted.
16. "Burlington is in Des Moines Co., on the Mississippi, and Fort Des Moines, now the
city of Des Moines, is on the Des Moines river, about central in the State. Our various
county histories do not seem to have the name of Rosenwald. Our first city directory for
Des Moines is 1875, and the Rosenwalds were not listed. Our first Burlington directory is
1874 and there is not a listing for the Rosenwalds. It is possible that the family moved just
enough not to be listed in the county histories." The State Historical Society of Iowa,
Iowa City, Iowa, March 27, 1961.
In 1829 the present site of Burlington was occupied by a branch of the American Fur

15.
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where we were in the same line of business with stock furnished by Goodman and Company. Shortly after going into
business in Burlington, Joe decided to open a store at Fort
Des Moines, Iowa. I remained in Burlington about a year and
as Joe desired to go further West, we moved our Burlington
stock to Fort Des Moines. During these days I was not a partner, but was learning the business.
About 1856 Joe started from Des Moines to find another
location, going up the Missouri River as far as Sioux City.
He bought some fine town lots which were soon thereafter
converted into the Missouri River. He had been fairly successful in Des Moines as his total assets were covered by the lots
which he bought in Sioux City. He then returned to Fort Des
Moines, and we moved our stock to Wyandotte, Kansas,17
where we also invested (where we got the money I do not
remember) in the Wyandotte Town Coo's townsite. We were
in Wyandotte some length of time doing fairly well, trading
with the Indians. For a short time I had a little branch store
at Parkville,18 but soon moved [the Parkville] stock back to
Wyandotte. Thereafter, we removed to Lawrence, Kansas.
There Jacob Goldsmith,19 who had married my sister Helene,
joined us.
When we left Wyandotte, we quit trading with Goodman
and Co. and declared our independence of them even though
we were owing them considerable money. From Lawrence I
went to New York to buy a general line of men's furnishing
goods on credit.
Company, which had established a trading post which went into effect June, 1833. The
Black Hawk treaty was signed September 21, 1832, and went into effect June, 1833. The
pioneers built cabins and ferries, and the city developed rapidly. Augustine M. Antrobus,
The History of Des Moines County, S. J. Clark Co., c. 1915.
17. Wyandotte, Kansas, later became Kansas City, Kansas. "On March 6, 1866. Kansas
City, Armourdale, Wyandotte and Armstrong combined as first class city and took the name
Kansas City." William Frank Zornow, Kansas, University of Oklahoma Press, c. 1957.
18. Parkville. In the early 1840's, this was one of the most important towns on the
Missouri River. ranking with or even surpassing Kansas City. In the 1850's, when the
slavery question caused unrest and bloodshed all along the Kansas border, the citizens of
Parkville were active on both sides. Sponsored by the Missouri State Highway Department,
Missouri, Duell, Sloan and Pearce. c. 1941, P. 496.
19. Jacob Goldsmith (born August 29, 1827, died July 24, 1890) married Helen Rosenwald, Emanuel's sister (born July 6,1831, died September 20,1898). They spent their latter
years at Trinidad, Colorado.
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Philip Strauss 20 was at that time living in Leavenworth.
Joe formed a partnership with him and Henry Rosenfield. 21
They bought a trainload of spirits on credit and started for
Camp Floyd,22 Utah by bull team from Leavenworth. They
were on the road three months, undergoing the most severe
hardships. Majors-Waddell and CO. 23 provided the train for
transportation at Camp Floyd, the firm [Joseph Rosenwald
and Henry Rosenfield] manufactured whiskey from the
spirits they had transported, bottling the goods at night and
selling their entire production each day. The firm made considerable money there and would have cleared more had not
Henry Rosenfield taken out in trade what was due the firm
from the saloon keepers to whom the firm sold some of their
goods. At this point the firm also had a cargo soldier trade.
Joe narrowly escaped being killed by these soldiers at various
times.
They finally sold out and Joe went to Denver. In the meantime I was endeavoring to sell our stock at Lawrence and then
accompanied Goldsmith and family to Baltimore. After a
short stay there I started on my trip to meet Joe in Denver.
I had money enough of my own to take me there, but when I
arrived at Leavenworth, I went to Wyandotte where we had
a law suit for some money due us on some lands and instead
of getting money out of the case, I had to pay what little
20. Phillip Strauss was married to another sister of Emanuel, Julie. Julie Rosenwald
was born February 3, 1843, in Dittenhofen. There is no reference to the date of her death
or to the birth or death date of Philip Strauss.
21. Henry Rosenfield of Leavenworth. The Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka,
Kansas, replies: "We have no information on Henry Rosenfield." Correspondence with
Miss Alberta Pantle, April 3, 1961.
22. Camp Floyd, Utah, was a military post near the town of Fairfield, in Cedar Valley,
about forty miles to the Southwest. Troops were stationed at the post, at first called Camp
Floyd and later Fort Crittenden, until 1861, when they left for more urgent duty. Robert
E. Stowers and John M. Ellis, Charles A. Scott's "Diary of the Utah Expedition, 18571861," Utah Historical Quarterly, April, 1960, p. 157, Utah State Historical Society, Salt
Lake City.
23. "From 1855 to 1861, [William H.] Russell, [Alexander] Majors, and [William
Bradford] Waddell, were regarded as the most influential, most substantial businessmen in
the West. Their notes, acceptances and drafts were readily negotiable anywhere and for
any amount within the broad limits of reason. Their purchases of oxeD, corn, hogs and
other farm produces bolstered agriculture in Western Missouri and Kansas Territory, and
the wages paid their employees constituted a financial back-log for the same area.
Settle and Settle, op. city., p. xiv.
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money I had for costs and lawyer's fees in the case which
left me without means to reach Denver. My good friends had
insufficient funds to aid me. By Pony Express Joe then sent
me the required amount for transportation. I went to Denver
by Overland Mail Coach, saw thousands upon thousands of
buffaloes, deer, etc. upon the plains. In Denver we bought two
ox wagons fully equipped and one mule wagon, sufficient groceries and liquors and started down to the Arkansas river
where Fort Wise [Colorado] was building at the time. Joe
drove one wagon, I drove the second and a man who had come
with Joe from Camp Floyd drove the third arriving near the
side of the Fort. We camped there till part of our stock was
sold and we [left when we] received orders from [the] commanding officer to move on.
We took the remainder of our stock from here to Pike's
Peak. On our way up we were followed by a band of Indians
they being on the opposite side of the river. We, however,
escaped them. We traded our entire remaining stock for potatoes, took them to Denver, peddled them out and after finishing with their sale we sold our oxen wagons and started in
our mule wagon for Wyandotte, Kansas. [Mules were faster
than oxen.]
From Denver we took along as an act of charity a doctor
who was stranded there without means. Before leaving Denver, we were informed by the man who had been with us in
Arkansas that some desperados were watching for our departure to follow and rob us. We evaded them, lost but little
time on the road, making the trip via the cut-off and reached
the Platte River camping ground during the night. In due
time after a tedious journey we reached Wyandotte late in
the Fall of 1860. That Fall the Confederate Flag was raised
in Kansas City. The Wyandotte residents were very much
perturbed and troubled by this. We remained in Wyandotte
during the winter during which time we made preparations
to take a stock of goods to the Rocky Mountains. We ordered
ten ox wagons made to order in Westport, contracted for our
cattle and in the Spring of 1861 we loaded the train with
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provisions which we bought in Kansas City and started on
our journey, for California Gulch 24 now Leadville [Colorado]. Our train consisted of ten freight wagons, three yoke
of cattle to each wagon and a number of extra cattle for emergency use. Joe acted as wagon boss. [The company consisted
of] the oldest son of Silas Armstrong,25 a Wyandotte chief,
assistant wagon boss, [and] a cook. I had the pleasure to
exercise myself in driving the extra cattle which were very
wild and could run faster than I could ride. Occasionally I
relieved some wagon driver. The three horses we had were
used by Joe Armstrong and myself. Our first camp was near
Westport. In those days tents were not known for use except
in the army and bedding other than a buffalo robe and some
blankets was not carried. Usually our berth was under some
wagon. During the first night we had a severe rain which continued for many days making travel very slow and difficult.
We usually slept in the rain till thoroughly soaked. As a last
resource we would remove to some of the wagons and there
complete the night. After getting out of the territory of
Kansas on the Platte we encountered warm weather to such
an extent that we had to set tires [?] almost every day. The
24. California Gulch. "Later in the autumn a party of prospectors . . . crossed the
range and discovered good diggings in a gulch on the headwaters of the Arkansas river~
which they named California. . . . The first house erected in the new mines was on the
present site of Leadville, and the place was called Oro City. The post office, which was
established at this place, being removed in
two and half miles up the gulch, the name
followed it and Oro City left its first location open for subsequent development by other
town locaters. California Gulch was thickly populated for six miles and had two important
towns besides Oro, namely Malta and Slabtown." Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Nevada, Colorado and Wyoming, The History Company,
Vol. XXV, pp.
25. "We have no information about any of the men you mention except Silas Arm~
strong. A genealogical sketch of his family is found on page
of The Provisional Government of Nebraska Territory and The Journals of William Walker, edited by William E.
Connelley, Lincoln, Nebraska,
" 'Two blocks north of Barnett Avenue and a block south of Minnesota Avenue, the
principal street of the city', is Armstrong Avenue. No Indian name is better known on
the West Side than that of Armstrong. Silas Armstrong was a great chief of the Wyandottes and was president of the company which laid out the old city of Wyandotte. Armstrong was a man of intelligence about the average. He died December
at the age
of
and was buried in the Huron cemetery.' "
Quoted from Kansas City Star, June 3,
Correspondence with Alberta Pantle,
Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas, April 6, 1961.
[The answer to the question mark in brackets, inserted by Rabbi Fierman, might be
that the wooden wheels shrank in the warm dry weather which would cause a loosening
of the iron tire. It could be tightened by inserting pegs at intervals between the tire and
the wooden wheel. F.D.R.]

1871

1890,

504-505.

308

1899....

55

4, 1865,

1906.
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only article on the plains were buffalo chips (the dried manure). We managed to commence climbing the Rockies, passing through Canon City [Colorado] 26 and with a great deal
of trouble we finally reached California Gulch which was also
at times called Oro (Gold) City. [See Reference 24]. We unloaded our goods and commenced business. We bought a long
house large enough to hold all the goods and enough space for
living rooms. Our wagons and teams we sent back to Wyandotte and wintered the cattle there. All sales were paid in gold
dust, credit business was unknown. Gold dust was handled
as rapidly as coin is today. We remained there all winter.
Wagon transportation over the mountains during winter was
impossible. Any goods had to be brought in at that time
loaded on burros. At times snow came to the level of the
roof of our cabin. We kept an open way for our customers.
We remained there over a year trading with the miners. At
intervals we took the gold dust to Denver where it was sold
to Kountz Bros. 27 (same firm as now in New York) and other
banks. We made considerable money there in merchandising.
We also did placer mining which did not prove profitable. Had
it not been for the terrible climate and character of the miners
we might have remained there. We opened a branch at "Buckskin Joe"28 leavingJ. Goldsmith and Sam Jeffers [?] in
charge at California Gulch.
26. Canon City, Colorado, is the chief town and county seat in Fremont County. In
1884, it had a population of 3,000. Large silver and copper smelters were located here.
Bancroft, op. cit., PP. 606-608.
27. The Rocky Mountain News. December 2, 1862, reads: "New Banking and Exchange
House. Mr. Kountz from Omaha, will open today or tomorrow at the corner of Blake and
L Streets, in Cheeseman and Company's brick Store, an exchange and gold dust office.
He will pay the highest figures for gold dust in exchange for coin, Treasury notes, and first
class bank currencies. Mr. Kountz is a gentleman of high business character, Substantial,
Straightforward and Solvent for anything and everything he may do."
"The bank was nationalized, and the name changed from 'Kountz Brothers' to the
'Colorado National Bank of Denver,' on August 1, 1866." Correspondence with Mrs.
Laura Allyn Ekstrom, The State Historical Society of Colorado, Denver, Colorado, April 6,
1961.
28. Buckskin Joe was in Park County. The COWrado Magazine place name series has
this to say about it: "Many of the towns that grew up at placer mining claims took the
name of the discoverers of the claims; Buckskin. Joseph Higginbottom, nicknamed Buckskin Joe for the leather garb he affected, made a placer strike here, his claim proving ex-

EMANUEL ROSENWALD

121

"Buckskin Joe" was also a mining camp. We remained
there only a short time. In the fall of '61 we moved to Canon
City, remained there during the winter selling out our stock
of goods. Goldsmith closed out at California Gulch and moved
to Denver starting a business there. Before moving to Canon
City, Joe went East and during the fall brought three loads
of apples to Denver where I met him, Phil Strauss taking
charge of our Canon City store. My object in going to Denver
was to inform Joe of the death of our mother. Do not recall
how long we were in Denver or where we went.
Thereafter Joe went to Forth Smith,29 Arkansas, and procured settlership [sutlership] for a Kansas regiment (settlership-merchandising privilege for a regiment.) Goods
were shipped him from Leavenworth and Eastern points.
I went to Fort Scott,SO Kansas, and went into business.
Phil Strauss followed later on, remained a short time, and
joined Joe in Fort Smith. While here we had repeated scares
tremely rich. The camp adopted his name, but in 1861 the district was reorganized and
the town was named LAURETTE, in honor of the only two women residents-Mrs. Laura
Dodge and her sister. Mrs. Jeanette Dodge. The following year, however. the post office
adopted the old name of Buckskin, although the camp continued to be known as Laurette.
No trace of the old town now remains (1940)." Correspondence with Mrs. Laura Allyn
Ekstrom, The State Historical Society of Colorado, Denver, Colorado, May 26, 1961.
29. "Fort Smith [Arkansas] was one of the earliest of the great chain of frontier posts.
Its founding dates back to 1817, when a permanent military post was required for the
increasing white population in Western Arkansas and also for the civilized Indian tribes
in the Osage territory. . . . The post was named in honor of General Thomas A. Smith.
. . . Fort Smith, in 1858, was described as a town containing 2500 inhabitants, exclusive
of the garrison. The place supported two newspapers; one, the Fort Smith Times • . •
Banks were unknown, gold and silver being the only currency. The chief trade was with
the Cherokees and the Choctaws in the Indian territory. Fort Smith could be termed the
western outpost of civilization. There was not another town of equal size or importance
on the entire route [Butterfield Route] after leaving here until Los Angeles, California,
1900 miles distant, was reached." R. P. Conkling and M. B. Conkling, The Butterfield Overland Mail (1857.1869), A. H. Clark Company, c. 1947, Vol. 1, p. 217.
SO. "The site [of Fort Scott] was selected in April, 1842, because it was ideally located
on the Military Road from Fort Leavenworth south to Fort Gibson. . . . The strategic
position on the Marmaton River was finally decided upon as the best possible situation.
. . • The primary reason for the selection of the site was to afford protection to the
Military Road then being surveyed. . . . Throughout the first generation of ita long and
exciting history, Fort Scott provided the stage for the activities of a variety of important
figures in the history of Kansas in particulsr and the upper-Trans-Mississippi West in
general. . . . Fort Scott was finally abandoned as a United States Army Post on April
16, 187S." Dudley T. Cornish, The Historical Significance of FOTt Scott, Kansas, Kansas
State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas; A Guide to Fort Scott, Kansas, Compiled by
WPA in the State of Kansas, Sponsored by Fort Scott Chamber of Commerce, 1941.
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on account of Quantrell. 31 We were repeatedly called out at
night time to the Town Hall to be prepared to defend the
town. The building I occupied was put up by Rothschild 32 of
Leavenworth as on account of local conditions it would have
been dangerous for me to put it up. Before doors and windows
were in, I moved stock into it, to prevent the Government
from taking the place. The Government could take any unoccupied building, but once occupied could not do so. In the rear
of the main store we had a stone building with iron doors
used for warehouse. Remained at Fort Scott a short time. I
was taken seriously ill with typhoid. Upon recovery went to
Leavenworth.
In the meantime, Joe left Fort Smith for Leavenworth,
leaving Phil Strauss in charge. In Leavenworth we had a furnishing goods business. At this time the price of gold was declining rapidly. We had a great deal of high priced goods
which Joe could replace for much less money. This condition
worried us much. On one of our customary walks I suggested
that we take the high priced goods to New Mexico. Joe agreed
and next day we hired three mule wagons from Ed Shumaker 33 [Shoemaker] of Fort Union and shortly thereafter
started these wagons on the Santa Fe trail in New Mexico.
31. "History records that William Clarke Quantrell (1837-1865), whose guerrillafighting militia struck terror to thousands during the Civil War, died from gunshot wounds
in Kentucky during the Spring of 1864. Frank Dalton, uncle of the notorious Dalton gang
and cousin of Frank and Jesse James . . . says Quantrell did not die in Kentucky, but
recovered and later taught school in Texas for many years . . . .
"The true name of Quantrell was Charles Hart. He graduated from a military school
in 1860 and went to Lawrence, Kansas. . . ." Garland R. Farmer, "A Dalton Tells the
Story of Quantrell," Frontier Times, Bandera, Texas. Vol. XVIII, No.1, October, 1940.
Pp. 443-444.
"In August, 1863, the then notorious outlaw, William Quantrell, and those under his
command staged the outrage at Lawrence, Kansas, which has come to be known as "The
Lawrence Massacre/' in which innocent persons were killed. United States cavalrymen were
ordered in pursuit of the raiders, which was made by virtue of the famous "Order
No. 11" by the terms of which the desperadoes were to be hunted and harassed constantly." Maior Morris U. Lively, "Breakup of the Notorious Quantrell Gang." Ibid.,
Vol. XIX, pp. 256, 257.
32. Rothschild of Leavenworth. The Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas,
replies: "We have no information on Rothschild of Leavenworth." Correspondence with
Miss Alberta Pantle, April 3, 1961.
33. Ed Shumaker [Shoemaker] was a sutler at Fort Union, New Mexico, north of
Las Vegas. The Shumaker family became a prominent family in San Miguel County;
Fort Union is now a national monument.
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Then Joe started for New York to buy cheaper goods. We
bought considerable goods in Leavenworth to complete the
assortment for New Mexico. Amongst these were pdnts costing us 40 cents a yard, coffee, sugar, whiskey, etc. We paid
freight from $18.00 to $20.00 per 100 [pounds].
While Joe was in New York, Phil Strauss shipped all the
Fort Smith goods to Leavenworth. The greater portion of
these were stolen by the U. S. troops. About this time all business houses at Leavenworth were closed when General [Sterling] Price 34 started moving through Missouri. All able
bodied men were pressed into militia service. I had no one
to look after our place as the young man who was with me
was put into service too. We were kept at Fort Leavenworth
doing regular military duty.
Just before being sent from Fort Leavenworth, Phil
Strauss arrived. Before knowing that the troops were to
leave, I procured a pass to see Phillip as I had a letter to deliver to him notifying him of the death of his mother. I remained with him somewhat longer than my pass permitted. I
had been ordered from Fort Leavenworth to Brush Creek,35
Missouri, and I sneaked into the ranks while the troops were
being loaded into wagons for transportation to Kansas City.
We arrived at Kansas City about noon. From there I telegraphed "goodbye" to as many relatives as my money could
pay for. We marched to Westport-on the way out we met
a great many soldiers returning from the battlefield at Brush
Creek. These were deserters who informed us that we would
soon be doing the same thing. Arriving at Westport late in
the afternoon, we saw the wounded brought into town. While
marching we heard the firing on the battlefield at Brush
34. General [Sterling] Price was born in Virginia and he served in Missouri. On
July 20, 1847, he was made a Brigadier General in the Missouri Volunteers. He was given
an honorable discharge, November 25, 1848. During the Civil War he served as a Major
General in the Confederate Army. He died September 29, 1867. F. B. Heitman, Historical
Register and Dictionary of the U. S. Army (1791-1903), Washington, D. C.• Vol. I, p. 807.
General Sterling Price engaged in the battle of Pea Ridge and was wounded at Elkhorn Tavern. An inscription reads "'Here was fought the most important Civil War en·
gagement west of the Mississippi. . . ." Conkling and Conkling, op. cit., Vol. 1, pp. 196-197.
"Brush Creek was a small post office located in Laclede County." The State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri, May 31, 1961.
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Creek. After a slight rest at Westport landing 36 we were
marched to the battlefield at Brush Creek to camp there for
the night. During the night an aide-de-camp from the Governor of Kansas brought an order to the officer in command to
return to Kansas City early the next day to take the boat to
Leavenworth. We did not know why we were so suddenly
ordered returned as we supposed the enemy had gotten into
Kansas. At Leavenworth we were discharged. Served about
six weeks in State Militia for which we had to date received
no pay.
Upon our return to Leavenworth, the landing was
crowded with the families of those who had been sent out
with the militia. I was agreeably surprised to find Joe there
with Phil Strauss. A few days afterwards I took the stage
from Kansas City to Las Vegas, New Mexico. We had to stop
at Fort Dodge (now Dodge City) as we had to await the stage
which left Kansas City a week after we did, as we had to
travel from there with military escort. We had to cross 240
miles which was entirely unsettled at the time and the Indians
were very unfriendly to the whites. The tramp from Kansas
City to Las Vegas cost $160 and we were obliged to do our
own cooking. We ran entirely out of provisions a day before
reaching Fort Wise,37 Colorado (afterwards Fort Lyon) and
36. "After the Independence had proved the Missouri River navigable by steamboats
in 1819. and the Indians had been removed in 1825. western Missouri began filling in with
settlers. Jackson County was organized in 1826. with the county seat some ten miles
east of Chouteau's settlement at Independence; this rapidly became the principal outfitting point for wagon freighting to Santa Fe. . . . The trail to Santa Fe lay west from
Independence, crossing the Big Blue River some four or five miles south of the Missouri
River.
"West of this ford and the long hill beyond it, John Calvin McCoy built a store in
1832. . . . The following year he platted Westport. . . . The town vied with Independence
as the eastern terminus of the Santa Fe Trail.
"Meanwhile the settlement at Chouteau's Post. called 'Westport Landing' by both
Westport and Independence. had grown into a prosperous community. . . . When Ceran
St. Vrain and William Bent, famous fur traders on the upper Arkansas River. began
.hauling their freight direct to the landing. they established a precedent that was followed
by others. Soon 'Westport Landing' was an active community with a thriving trade of
its own." Missouri, Ope cit., pp.244-245.
37. "In 1853. Colonel William Bent, having abandoned his great trading post on the
Arkansas River, moved downstream about forty miles and established a second post called
Bent's New Fort. The following year it was leased to the United States Army and renamed
Fort Fauntleroy in honor of Colonel Fauntleroy of the old First Dragoons. In 1859, the
post was purchased by the government and was named Fort Wise for Henry Alexander
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were fortunate enough to meet some Mexicans in camp who
provided us with food. At Fort Wise we were permitted to
start along again and travelled alone encountering terrible
weather. We, however, reached Las Vegas none the worse for
the trip, late in the winter of 1862.
Here I awaited the arrival of the goods which in due time
reached me. These were disposed of in total to W. H. Moore 38
and Company of Fort Union, New Mexico. There was no
difficulty in disposing of the goods as many dealers in town
actually begged for portions of them. They would have bought
anything that came along. Payment for sale was made in Government drafts and notes which I forwarded to Joe at
Leavenworth.
After this sale, I started on return trip via Denver, Colorado. On the Divide at the Stage Station which we reached
late at night in extremely cold weather we stopped for supper
being about half frozen when we reached there and where we
took off our arms and coats. After supper we started out
again and after an hour's trip we heard horsemen coming
after us. [They] stopped the stage and accused me of having
stolen a pistol. After some argument with them assisted by
a true friend, a Captain in the Army, I gave them my address
in Denver at which I would be found in case they had any evidence against me. Finally, they let us go and arrived in due
time in Denver. There I remained a few weeks. During that
time they had a cloudburst and Cherry Creek 39 which usually
Wise, governor of Virginia. When Virginia joined the Confederacy at the outbreak of the
Civil War,. the fort was again renamed, this time in honor of General Nathaniel Lyon,
the first Union general killed in the war. In 1866. the river cut away the bank. making
the fort untenable; a new Fort Lyon was built about twenty miles up the river. . . . Kit
Carson died on the Fort Lyon reservation, May 23. 1868. The old post is now a Veterans'
Psychopathic Hospital," Colorado Magazine. Vol. XVIII, No.1. January, 1941.
38. William H. Moore was prominent among the stockholders in the Moreno Placer
Fields. Other stockholders of note were Lucian B. Maxwell and William Kroenig. Mines
and Minerals of New Me",ico, New Mexico Bureau of Immigration. Santa Fe. New Mexico
Printing Co.• c. 1901.
39. Cherry Creek was named because of the abundance of chokecherries on its banks.
It is a right hand branch of the South Platte River. At the juncture of the two streams in
the late summer of 1858 a camp was located within the present limits of Denver and it
was designated by tbe camp as "Cherry Creek," but later the settlements. one on eacb
side of the creek, were called Auraria and Denver, finally both Were known as Denver.
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was dry the greater portion of the year carried such a torrent
of water that the flood undermined some of the best business
buildings in Denver.
I then took [the] stage to Leavenworth being detained by
high water numerous times. At one of the rivers in Kansas
we found the ferry boat on our side without anyone to handle
it. The ferry boat was what today is called a barge. We however managed to get over the river with it. Finally [I] reached
Leavenworth in good condition though thoroughly worn out
by the trip.
We then determined to quit Kansas and come to New Mexico as my first trip had been so successful.
Joe went East to purchase our supplies. We engaged
thirty prairie schooners which we started in the spring of
1863. All came to Las Vegas in good order except seven
wagons which were attacked by Indians near Fort Dodge.
Some of the people were killed and a great many goods stolen
by the Indians. When we learned of this attack, I telegraphed
Joe at Leavenworth. He sent Joe Jeffers [?] to see that the
wagons were again started. In the meantime the military authorities at Fort Dodge had returned to Dodge with a great
many of our goods the soldiers [had] appropriated.
The wagons were again started and reached Las Vegas. We
unpacked the goods and found everything in confusion. Soaps,
silks, baking soda, all pell-mell. We found quite a large loss in
damaged goods and a large amount stolen.
Some months later Joe came to Las Vegas. We had our
goods partially stored but had such a large supply that Joe
took a large train load to Mesilla and from there to Juarez,
Mexico, where he disposed of all [of it] .
The designation of "Cherry Creek" was given in the Rocky Mountain News, December 25,
1882, p. 16, C. 1.
There were several Cherry Creek floods. the 1864 one being particularly disastrous. The
Rocky Mountain News office was built over the creek and was washed away in this flood.
In recent times Denver has built a retaining wall for the creek and other control measures
have been adopted. Correspondence with Mrs. Laura Allyn Ekstrom, The State Historical
Society of Colorado, Colorado, May 26, 1961.
Robert Rosenwald advises: "Martin Ismert, who was a philatelist and local historian,
told both my father [Lucian] and me that he was personally convinced that Emanuel
Rosenwald was the first Jewish trader at Cherry Creek, later Denver. This might be true,
although I have no way of knowing." Correspondence with Robert Rosenwald, May 16, 1961.
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We continued our business at Las Vegas as J. Rosenwald
and Company just as it had been in Leavenworth. Joe, Phil
Strauss and myself remained here together. In 1866 Phillip
and myself left for Germany. Joe continued the business at
Las Vegas. 40 There were but very few white families living
in Vegas.
On my return from Europe, I brought over my father, sister, Julia, and Edward. Aron was on his way to the United
States while I was going over. I had no knowledge of this till
I arrived in Germany. Shortly after I returned to Las Vegas,
Joe and Phillip Strauss went to New York and started in the
business of John Stadterman and Company, manufacturing
trimmings. During this absence from Vegas, Joe was married
to Doris Adler, lost his wife within a year. I then sold out the
business at Las Vegas and returned to New York with Aron
R. who had been with us for some time, in the belief that I
was to be taken into the firm of Stadterman and Company,
not having been advised that the firm at Las Vegas had failed.
When I arrived in New York I found myself without means
as all the money from the sale of the firm at Las Vegas had
been dissipated. We had to find some means of making a living and I started a clothing business with Aron at Westerly,
R. 1. We remained in Westerly all winter and then determined
40. The custom in New Mexico when engaging in trade was to obtain a commercial
license. Such a grant was given to Joseph Rosenwald to trade in Las Vegas, San Miguel
County in 1866.
Territory of New Mexico
County of San Miguel
Commercial License
Joseph Rosenwald and Company has made application before the undersigned in the
COURT OF PRUEBAS to obtain a license to sell his affects and merchandise in the city
of Las Vegas for a period of six months, certifying that affects and merchandise do not
exceed the value of 22,000 pesos.
Under the laws governing those things the applicant, Joseph Rosenwald and Company,
has license to sell the affects and merchandise in the city of Las Vegas, for a period of
six months, beginning the 18th day of September, 1866. The applicant has also promised
to pay the county a tax of a sum of 120 pesos.
Testimony given before me the
Court Official
Pruebas, Vegas, New Mexico
/Signed/ Jose L. Rivera
Scribe

4/1866

He was also granted a license to trade in Dona Ana County from November 28, 1865 to
May 28, 1866.
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to return to New Mexico either alone or with Joe. When I suggested this to Joe he was perfectly satisfied to go with me. I
rented my store building by correspondence, completed my
memoranda during the winter and in the early spring forwarded our stock from Westerly to New Y ork to be held there.
We purchased our stock of goods and Aron and I started for
New Mexico. Stadterman and Company compromised and
finally closed out, sending the remainder of their stock to New
Mexico.
In 1869 or '70 Joe was married to Bona Levisohn. He then
came to Las Vegas and brought Leopold Goldsmith with
him.
APPENDIX I

Telegrams sent by Joseph Rosenwald and Co., Las Vegas, New Mexico, 1877-79.
To: P. L. Strauss, 92 Duane St.,
New York June 11, 1877
Are you all well? Bought business of Romero Bros. and Co. Possession this week Telegraph answer.
JRand Co.
To: Rosenwald Bros. Trinidad, Colo.
June 11, 1877
Send by mule wagon 5 doz. each 30,40,50 white spools; 3 doz.1inen
handkerchiefs; 1 bale % Manta, 5 pieces cheap cottonade; 3 doz.
cheap brown overalls; 2 cases women's pegged shoes; 1 case
women's cheap sewed shoes; 10 doz. ladies' sewed shoes. Assorted
goods: 1 case men's common Balmorals; 2 doz. children's pegged
shoes, eleven to thirteen; 2 doz. boys' brogans, one to five; 1 case
men's common hats assorted; 50 suits cottonade and union cassmir
assorted, the highest not to exceed mvo [this seems to be a price
code]; 2 sacks best flour; 40 a very small assortment of ladies',
misses' and children's hats; 10 boxes each soap and candles; 2 boxes
soda; 1 barrel each rice and table salt; 25 pounds fancy candy.
To: Rosenwald Bros. Trinidad
Send one medium-size Charter Oak cooking stove.
JRandCo.
To: Rosenwald Bros.
June 12, 1877
Send with wagon one kitchen safe and rolling board and pin, two
large deep bread tin pans, 30 pounds heavy sackey [?] twine and
two doz. large sack needles.
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To: P. L. Strauss, 92 Duane St. New York
June 14, 1877
Ship immediately one 240 pound Fairbanks platform counter scale,
one smaller and one 1500-pound scale.
To: Greely Bros. & Co. St. Louis
June 15,1877
Send immediately 10 sack coffee each medium and prime; 10 sacks
sugar each extra C and A; 10 each yellow erasive and palen No.1;
20 candles; 1 barrel each rice, dd apples, flour; 100 Ibs. bar lead;
3 soda; 1 vinegar.
To: A. Armigo, Albuquerque
June 25, 1877
Will you take twelve and one half cents for your washed white
wool? (Chge)
To: P. L. Strauss, 229 E. 52 St.
Eureka: Depot opposite town very satisfactory to me.

May 4,1879
JR

To: Rosenwald Bros. Trinidad Colo.
July 12, 1879
Ship immediately 2500 pounds good Trinidad flour in sacks 50 and
100 pounds.
To: Guadalupe Ascarate, Las Cruces
Francisco Veltrain passed with train three days ago.

July 30, 1879
JRandCo.

To: Staab and Bros. Santa Fe
Send immediately ten ounces chloroform.

July 30, 1879
JR and Co.

APPENDIX II

Joseph Rosenwald was laid away this afternoon in that dreamless
sleep from which none ever wakes, till the trumpet of Gabriel announces
the resurrection morn.
A large concourse of friends attended the funeral this afternoonthe largest ever seen in Las Vegas. It has been well said that in the death
of Joseph Rosenwald Las Vegas has lost one of her most enterprising
citizens; the community, a member whose integrity, tested on many occasions, was found of sterling quality; and the wide circle of his private
friendship, an inestimable and congenial companion. While his decease
leaves a void in these associations, his demise is an irreparable loss to
his family, by whom he was revered as husband and father.
His death recalls some of the incidents of his useful and honorable
life, which deserve more than a passing notice. His foreign birth and
the immature age at which he embarked upon the troublous sea of active
life, under the disadvantage of being a stranger to our language and
customs, and his eminently successful career as a merchant, afford
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another illustration, among the many, of the value of sterling worth
accompanied by energy, perseverance, and ardent appreciation of our
republican system . . . successful life of a citizen. The land of his adoption was to him in verity a fatherland. His love for our institutions was
intensified by contr:ast with the narrow sphere of action afforded in the
country of his birth.
He was a native of Bavaria, a subject of the eccentric King Ludwig.
His quick apprehension and acute mind had suggested his being reared
for a profession, but the adversity which befel his father interrupted his
studies before their completion; so that at the age of fifteen he left the
paternal roof and landed in New York. Obtaining employment in Virginia, he was for a few years thrown into the company of a class of
men whose mould of manners and thought was calculated to impress
a youth with ideas of the value of culture and honorable conduct. By
struggling thrift he soon accumulated some means, and finding that
the Old Dominion lacked the opportunity for the exercise of youthful
energy, he soon took in the scope of the situation and determined upon
the adventurous hazard of frontier lfie.
About 1856 he went to Wyandotte and Leavenworth, and from those
points his adventures began. He freighted to Pikes Peak, Utah, and
other, at that time, remote and almost unknown places. In all his undertakings he was successful; but it was with regret that in after life he
referred to the mistakes in his career, and not the least in casting aside
his chances for large ownership in what is now Denver and the amazing
increase of the then insignificant colony of Salt Lake.
In 1864 he fixed his permanent home in Las Vegas, where he resided
till his death.
Success naturally induced a longing to return to the scenes where
refinement and culture were realities, and buckskin and camp life were
unknown except in adventurous recitals.
But although in New York he was fortunate enough to meet and
marry the lady who has been through his remaining years his companion
and blessing, he soon tired of the great metropolis and again returned
to the Rocky mountain region. Since 1871 he has been known as one of
New Mexico's most enterprising and reliable merchants. His business
has been large' and profitable, and has always been conducted on the'
broad-gauge plan peculiar to the west.
The almost unlimited credit which his house enjoyed at purchasing
centers, was due not so much to the belief in the bonanza wealth of those
who were then known as the Santa Fe traders, as to confidence which
his well-known integrity inspired.
With the sagacity indicative of his character, he was impressed
with the evident possibilities of his surroundings, and was foremost
among the citizens to encourage development. His influence was of as-
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sistance to the introduction of the railroad; and if his prescience was
rewarded with the usual result of such foresight in business matters,
it must be the subject of congratulation. The gas company, the street
railway, in both of which he was an original promoter, and over the
corporate existence of which he was the presiding genius, owe much to
his executive ability. The San Miguel bank was in its inception another
enterprise to which he added the force of his mental vigor. The numerous town additions, in which he was interested and from which he justly
reaped large returns, are other evidences of his hopeful enterprise and
his abiding faith in the prosperity of our town.
The street cars have been draped in mourning today, because of
the funeral of J. Rosenwald, a leading stockholder and promoter of the
enterprise. . . .
The pallbearers at the funeral of Joseph Rosenwald this afternoon,
were Jefferson,Reynolds, J. D. O'Bryan, S. L. Leon, J. M. Cunningham,
Eugenio Romero, F. A. Manzanares, S. Floersheim and Chas. Ilfeld. The
Daily Optic, Las Vegas, May 22, 1888.

